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“With My Song 
Will | Praise Him” 
By Olive Simons Garry 


Psalm 28:7 


WHEN all around was bright 
In Thee I found delight, 

And gladness filled my heart. 

When hours of pain were long 

My soul burst into song, 

For gladness filled my heart. 


I’ve found Thy grace so sure 
For all I must endure, 1 
That gladness fills my heart. 

I know whate’er beset 

Thy strength is stronger yet, 
Thy joy will fill my heart. 


Spilling Our Burdens 


Joy is not a good carrier for burdens. 
They find it difficult to settle down and 
stay where joy is. Worry kills joy, and 
burdens feel quite. at home with worry. 
But worry is unbelief; and if we worry 
because. we carry burdens that God has 
asked us to turn over to him, we are not 
trusting him. Joy is part of “the fruit 
of the Spirit,” and the Holy Spirit pro- 
duces this spiritual fruit in our lives if we 
surrender everything to the Lord and really 
trust him. A Christian man who knows 
the meaning of terrific testing wrote to a 
friend: “Big times ahead. Let’s keep 
on ‘leaping for joy’; any burden on our 


‘shoulders is apt to spill off: if we leap a 


bit. I wrote our brother today that, if 
he couldn’t quite accomplish a leap, a skip 
would do!” Then in a postscript: “The 


burden had a few extra straws added this 
morning, so I had to try that leaping 
method of dislodging them.” That is a 
good way, a trusting way, a Scriptural way 
to spill our’ burdens. The same inspired 
chapter that tells us, “Rejoice in the Lord 
alway,” gives the reason for this continual 
and irrepressible joy: “my God shall supply 
all your need according to his riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). The 
child of God who remembers this, and 
leaps or even skips for joy, finds that he 
cannot help obeying the loving invitation, 
“Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he 
shall sustain thee: he shall never suffer 
the righteous to be moved” (Psa. 55:22). 


x 
Deomai 


Prayer that comes from the depths 
reaches the heights. There are different 
kinds of true prayer, and the blessings 
vary. There is prayer that expresses a 
wish for something, there is prayer that 
asks or interrogates, and there is prayer 
that beseeches longingly, even with agony. 
These various kinds of prayer are ex- 
pressed by different Greek words in the 
New Testament. A student who graduated 
from Westminster Theological Seminary, 
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Philadelphia, this spring, D. Brainerd Leg- 
ters, believes that God is calling him as 
a missionary to the Indians of Guatemala. 
The government doors are closed to new 
missionaries there, except as they take the 
place of former missionaries. Mr. Legtets 
asks his friends to pray with him that a 
door may be opened to him for this min- 
istry, and he-calls attention to our Lord’s 
word, “Pray ye therefore the Lord. of the 
harvest, that he will send forth labourers 
into his harvest” (Matt. 9:38). He notes 
that the word used for “pray” here is 
the intense expression deomai, which means 
the beseeching or agonizing prayer. The 
Lord used the same word when he said to 
Peter, “But I have prayed for thee, that thy 
faith fail not” (Luke 22:32). When the 
disciples prayed in this way (deomai), 
after persecution, “the place was shaken 
where they were assembled together; and 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, 
and they spake the word of God with bold- 
ness” (Acts 4:31). Paul prayed in this 
way (deomai) when he agonized: “We 
pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye recon- 
ciled to God” (2 Cor. 5:20). The word 
occurs only a few times in the New Tes- 
tament. If it occurred oftener in our 
praying, Would not God’s mighty — 
come oftener in our experience? 


* 


Salvation Army Shock Troops 


this essential truth that Christian 
warfare must be on the offensive. 
. . . There can be no fight without an 
enemy,” continues La Maréchale, in her 
book, “They Endured.” “Yet how many 
deny his existence today. Some one runs 
the business of ‘wickedness in this world. 
On the other hand there is no power in 
the universe to be compared with the power 
of dedicated, Spirit-filled men and- women.” 
It is well that there should be a record 
such as this. It both shames and incites. 
The Army witnesses to the reality of evil, 
the malicious, heartless, foul, and cynical 
spirit of evil; also to the power of God 
to overpower and nullify this spirit. 
Certainly these pioneers of the Salvation 
Army in France were Spirit-filled men and 
women. No paper soldiers, but men and 
women armored with the whole armor of 
God. The Journal de Genéve, last word 
in Continental culture, mocked them when 


“Ff HE Salvation Army brought back 





This. editorial. reviews “They  Endured,” by 
The Maréchale. (Marshall, Morgan, and Scott, 
Ltd., London, Eng.; may be ordered from the 
Times Book “Service; 1721 -Spring~ Garden: St., 
Philadelphia, at 95 cents a copy, postpaid.) 


they came into its city. “What has this 
group of children to teach us in the city 
of Calvin?” Many things one might’ an- 
swer, first, how little intellectual culture 
alone avails in spiritual warfare, “The 
work of saving souls,” says this experi- 
enced woman, “is different from all other 
callings and is as far above them as Heaven 
is above earth. It is a supernatural science 
needing supernatural endowments, a bap- 
tism of power which no college or uni- 
versity in the world can give.” Secondly, 
it taught Genevese and Parisians and 
dwellers in scores of French and Swiss 
cities what Christian courage is, The Evil 
One strikes back when he is really attacked. 
It takes bravery of the first order to beard 
him in his haunts. 

A young Swedish composer, who helped 
Ernest Gordon in some musical work lately 
in Stockholm, told him of her father’s ex- 
perience. He was, in early days, a Sal- 
vationist street preacher, and one evening, 
when speaking on the streets of Malmo, 
was beaten up by roughs. Never’ 9 
did he walk. When he preached * 
churches he was. always wheeled in in a 
chair; He was of those. that “Endured.” 
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There were many such in the story of the 
French Salvation Army. Thus Captain Le 
Cornu wrote from Privas: 

“Three devoted Salvationists have been 
brutally stabbed, one almost murdered by 
the dagger that pierced his neck and again 
his side, close to the heart. Yet in the 


face of the violence of our enemies the- 
meetings continue to be more and more- 


blessed. In dark kitchens, little rooms, or 
the open air we assemble under the wings 
of the Most High.” 

One night returning from a meeting in 
Belleville Capitaine Sabatier received a ter- 
rible blow on her side which has made 


her a sufferer for forty-five years! The 
marks of the Lord Jesus. 
A girl officer sent this word. “Forty 


soldiers are the result of four~ meetings. 
I have never seen anything like the night 
of prayer; tobacco and drink and every- 
thing yielded to the Lord.” 

Then she tells of the Devil’s come-back. 
“Everything is broken. They have broken 
in the door of ‘our Hall, broken half the 
seats, which they dragged out and heaped 
up in a great ‘heap before the house. The 
windows and shutters are all in fragments, 
and the lamps; too. Our journals and Tes- 
taments are ‘torn up. I think they meant 
to set them all on fire, but God stopped 
them. It is terrible, dear Colonel! I never 
saw such things, never such fury.” 

Here is a little biography in a hundred 

words, which can match and overmatch 
whole chapters of hagiography (traditional 
lives of so-called saints) : 
’ “One captain, who spent hours visiting, 
walked until his feet bled, so eager was he 
to win souls. Smallpox broke out. I 
wired him to cease visiting, but a dying 
woman sent for him and he yielded to her 
request. Contracting the disease, he was 
soon on his deathbed. I went, down to 
Valence to speak after his funeral, and in 
the Town Halli before hundreds of people 
told of his devotion. When I had finished, 
a working-woman got up before the whole 
assembly and said, ‘Citizens, a saint has 
lived among us; and we never knew it.’” 


The testimony of the Russian Princess- 


Ouchtomsky, who later was converted and 


took charge of the Army Rescue Home at- 


Vevey, dwells on the saintliness of some 
of these Salvationists. Near her was a 
new station where persecution raged hotly. 

“I was immediately struck with the some- 
thing which the two young men officers 
possessed. Their patience, their tact with 
roughs, their love, their quiet fearlessness 
constituted a life I had never seen before. 
I decided to watch them closely. I took 
épportunity to meet them in the market 
and called to see them at irregular hours. 
No matter where or how I came upon them 
they were always the same, always about 
their Master’s business. The whole im- 
‘pression made upon my mind was that these 
were Holy Men who had the real Chris- 
tianity I was longing for. 

“Thinking that I might never see them 
again, and desirous that my children 
should be able to carry throughout their 
lives the recollection of having once seen 
Holy Men, I took them to a meeting in 
spite of the remonstrances of their gov- 
erness.” 

General Booth in one of his early coun- 


‘-"cHS set the pace for the Army. in these 


words. “Go on, whatever the difficulties 
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and: opposition, Only goon. Something 
always. happens -to those:.who go on.” 
“Twenty-seven windows smashed,” came a 
telegram from Switzerland, and then added 
“the something” that had happened, namely, 
“Twenty-seven souls saved.” In Switzer- 
land Staff Captain Kupfer was put to hard 
labor from half-past five in the morning 
till eight at night for street preaching. 
But in the prison something happened 


(Continued on page 598) 








Notes on Open Letters 














Were Old Testament 
Believers Forgiven? 
A Bible teacher here taught very strenu- 


ously that the Old Testament saints, though - 


comfortable in Sheol, were .not forgiven 
their sins till Christ was crucified and risen, 
I could. not believe that. If true, why did 
God waste such words as, “Who forgiveth 
all thine iniquities,” ‘I will. cast them be- 
hind my back”? "And why did -he say to 
David, “Thy sin is pardoned”? And many 
more like instances, 


A young minister from this same church 
said it was on a parallel with going to the 
store and getting things on credit — know- 
ing the money would athe ready at the re- 
uired time. But seems too far from 

e truth of the Word California 
reader. 

There is no Scripture requiring us to 
believe that Old Testament saints were not 
forgiven for their sins until Christ had died 
and risen again. There are many Scrip- 
tures, such as this reader suggests, which 
assure us that the forgiveness of sins was 
fully granted by God to Old Testament 
believers as it is today in this age of grace 
—by faith. For the Scripture tells us :of 
“the Lamb slain from the foundation of 
the world” (Rev. 13:8). So the last book 
of the Bible. gives us the Good News, or 
Gospel, that forgiveness and salvation for 
lost sinners were provided by God before 
man had ever sinned. In God’s timeless 
eternity the death of Christ was always a 
finished fact, therefore God could forgive 
sinners from the beginning —and he did 
so the moment they turned to him in re- 
pentance and faith, 

One of the great chapters in the New 
Testament on ‘justification by faith is Ro- 
mans 4: And two of: the instances of 
justification by faith, set forth in this chap- 
ter, are Abraham: and David, both of thém 
Old Testament believers. “Abraham be- 
lieved God, and it was counted unto him 
for righteousness... . to him that worketh 
not, but believeth on him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteous- 
ness. Even as David also describeth the 
blessedness of the man, unto whom God im- 
puteth righteousness without works, saying, 
Blessed are they whose iniquities are: for- 
given, and whose sins are covered” (Rom. 
4: 3-7). 

Another New Testament passage gives 
us the same truth. Our. salvation “was 


given us.in Christ Jesus before the world 


began” (2 Tim. 1:9),—and there can be 
no salvation for siriners without the /for- 
giveness of sins, , 

It. is true that the wotk of ‘rellemption 
was not consummated until the ‘Son of 
God thad died on the cross, bearing our sins 
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in his own body, and then had been raised 
again from the dead on the third day. But 
God, in whose eternal purposes this re- 
demption was planned and provided from 
the: beginning, did not have to wait for the 
crucifixion and resurrection of his Son be- 
fore he could forgive sinners. Therefore 
David could sing aloud with thanksgiving : 
“Bless the Lord, O my soul; and forget 
not all his benefits: who forgiveth all thine 
iniquities . . . who redeemeth thy life from 
destruction” (Psa. 103:2-4).: It is the 
same Psalm that tells us: “As far as the 
east is from the west, so far hath he re- 
moved our transgressions from us” (v. 12). 
The Lord told the unbelieving Jews: 
“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my 
day: and he saw it, and was glad”. (John 
8:56). Surely it was not an unforgiven 
Abraham, but a forgiven human father of 
God’s chosen people, who saw the day of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and was glad. Abra- 
ham and all other Old Testament believers 
were forgiven, saved, justified, because 
their Saviour and ours could say: “Be- 
fore Abraham was, I am” (John 8: 58). 








Your Teacher Training Questions 


D° PUZZLING questions sometimes 
confront you in your Sunday school 
work ? 


Do you often wish you could refer these 
questions to a practical expert. in. Sunday 
school teaching and organization? 


A golden opportunity has. come for 
readers of THe Sunpay ScHoot Times. 
Clarence H. Benson, Secretary of the Evan- 
gelical Teacher Training Association, who 
is also Director of the Christian Education 





Course of the Moody Bible Institute, Ghi-° 


cago, will conduct a new- department of 
Questions and Answers, beginning in next 
week’s -issue and appearing once a month 
exclusively in the Tres. : Readers of the 
TIMES are invited to present their actual 
problems, primarily those arising: in: Child 
Study, Pedagogy, and Sunday School .Ad- 
ministration. Queéstions of Vacation Bible 
School, Week Day Church School, expres- 
sional agencies,. department activities, and 
the duties of a Director of Religious Edu- 
cation, may. be. included. 


As readers of the Tres know, Mr. 
Benson is the founder and Secretary of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association; 
he has compiled six manuals used in the 
Preliminary Training Course, and three of 
the textbooks. required in the Standard 
Training Course. His Teacher Training 
column in the Trmes earlier this year was 
welcomed by many. 


Please keep your questions as brief as 
possible, and limit them to your actual 
experiences and problems, addressing them 
to: Teacher Training Questions, The Sun- 
day School Times, 325 North Thirteenth 


‘Street, Philadelphia. 


And please pass on the good news to 
your fellow workers that, beginning in 
Tue SunpAY ScHooL Times of ‘September 


21, next. week’s issue. (containing the first - 


lesson of October), and once a_ month 


thereafter, Mr. Benson’s Teacher Training — 
‘Question Department will.offer this excep- 
tional opportunity -for practical workers.: 
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Today's World News and Bible Prophecy 


The sufferings of those caught between the millstones 
of Communism and Hitlerism 


By D. M. Panton, Editor of The Dawn 
























Emperor Worship 


MPEROR worship has a:home in the 
E East as well as in Rome. In the 

closing days of the Chinese Empire 
an Imperial Edict raised Confucius to the 
same rank as Heaven and Earth, which 
were worshiped by the Emperor alone; 
and in the opening days of the Republic 
the worship of Confucius was re-established 
throughout China. The repercussion of 
Emperor worship in Japan is grave. An 
ardent nationalist—says the London 
Times (July 20, 1035) —happening _ to 
enter a “Japanese Baptist church in the 
slums of Tokyo ... heard the word ‘save’ 
used in the prayers for the Emperor. He 
objected, and the preacher excused himself 
on the ground that he was quoting the 
Seikokwai prayer-book. The patriot ac- 
cused the Seikokwai to the local police. 
They sent on the complaint to metropolitan 
headquarters,- which sent it to the Home 


Office, which requested the church to .-. 


change the wording, as ‘Save’ applied to 
his Majesty was fuonto, improper.” The 
consequence is that the word “save” in the 
Anglican prayer book has been changed to 
“prosper,” and the phrase “King of kings 
and Lord of lords” has been altered to 
“Lord of heaven and earth.” 


+ 4 
Spirit Prompting 


HE spirit-world is backing, and prob- 

ably creating, modern dictatorship and 
emperor worship. Time reports that “the 
exalted spirit of Nurhachi, first of the Man- 
chu Emperors, has appeared to His Majesty 
as he knelt in prayer. The image of the 
mighty Ancestor appeared vivid and distinct 
to the living Emperor. The spirit signified 
by gesture that the enthronement of His 
Majesty is known to and approved by all his 
ancestors who sat on the Throne in Peking. 
The vision vanished as swiftly as it came.” 


ie 
Gold 


SB sore hoarding of gold, which is to be a 
marked sign of the end (Jas. 5:3), 
grows apace. A striking increase (says the 
London Times, July 18, 1935) in the de- 
posits of “the 10 London Clearing Banks 
is shown in the return for June. For the 
first time .since the resumption over 14 
years ago of the’ publication of monthly 
statements by these banks the total of their 
deposits has risen to £2,003,451,000. This 
unprecedentedly high figure shows an in- 
crease of £133,206,000 on the deposits of 
these banks a year ago.” 


4 
Persecution 


MOST solemn protest has been issued 
by the National Church of Geneva. 
“For more than fifteen years,” the protest 
says (London. Times, July 24, 1935), “the 
authorities have persecuted the Christian 


churches with a tenacity, a systematic will 
to destroy, and a refinement of cruelty 
which are almost unbelievable. We have 
the experiences of eye-witnesses to prove 
this. We like to persuade ourselves that: the 
persecutions represented a phase which is 
now being abandoned. by a Government 
which is gradually becoming civilized. Un- 
fortunately, the facts forbid this comfort- 
able frame of mind. At the very moment 
when M, Litvinov was presiding at Geneva 
over a session of the League of Nations 
Council, Catholic priests and Lutheran pas- 
tors were condemned either to ten years’ 
imprisonment or to death. These con- 
demnations are in accordance with the sec- 


_ ond Five-Year Plan which regards the sup- 


pression of all religion by 1937 as one of 
its essential goals. But what is infinitely 
more painful is the incredible apathy of 
Christendom in face of these monstrosities 
perpetrated against its own children.” 


we 
Home Treachery 


UR Lord’s words on treachery in the 

home (Mark 13:12) are crystallizing 
into fact on a gigantic scale. “The young 
Communist,” says Mr. W. H. Chamberlin 
(“Russia’s Iron Age,” p. 235), “is taught 
to regard obedience to the orders which 
come from the Party at the first and 
supreme duty ; and cases where children de- 
nounce their own parents are common, and 
are always mentioned with approbation in 
the Soviet. press.” The retaliation can be 
dreadful. A collective farm peasant and 
his wife recently strangled their young son 
for reporting them, and received a Soviet 
sentence of ten years and three years in 
prison. 

we 


A Hypnotized People 

HE Satanic deception of a whole nation, 

which is implied (Rev. 20:3) as com- 
mon at the close of this Age, and again 
at the close of the Kingdom (Rev. 20:8), 
Prebendary Wilson Cash, secretary of* the 
Church Missionary Society — perhaps the 
largest non-Roman overseas mission in the 
world -- makes clear. “Forecasts given to 
me in 1932 by German friends,” he says, 
“were entirely wrong, and today we see a 
different country no longer ineffective and 
inert but alive and vibrant, awake to a 
new national call— purposeful. and re- 
sourceful, This revolution has been largely 
due to one man—Hitler—who is re- 
garded by many as more than an ordinary 
mortal. He is the Heaven-sent messenger 
to a chosen people, called of God to lead 
the German: nation back to the pathway 
of power. Behind this centralized control 
in Germany there are the sinister happen- 
ings of the past three years. The firing 
of the Reichstag was made the occasion 
for a violent anti-Communist campaign. 
Hitler declared that he had full proof that 
this was the act of the Communists and 
that there was a nation-wide plan— a Com- 





munist conspiracy—to terrorize the Ger- 
man people and to seize control of the 
State. No such evidence was ever pro- 
duced, and if one may draw an inference 
from. circumstantial evidence it is that in 
all probability the Reichstag was deliber- 
ately set on fire by those who wished: to 
inflame the country against the Com- 
munists and to frighten it into a solid 
support of Hitler.” 


Church Union 


NION is no _ solution for dying 

churches, “The circuits,” says The 
Methodist Recorder, “maintain nearly 200 
fewer. ministers than they did at the time 
of the Union. The outsider remains out- 
side. Such as are within are fewer in num- 
ber and cooler in zeal. The income in 
support of Overseas Missions shows om- 
inous decline.” So The Methodist Times 
(July 4, 1935): “The family car has dis- 
placed the family pew, and many a home 
is now a dormitory attached to a garage. 
Christian Science during the last thirty 
years has made rapid progress in Lan- 
cashire, Nine-tenths, it is computed, are 
from other churches, and includes what 
has been described as ‘the flower of Meth- 
odism.’ ” 

Me 


The Christian and the Jew 


6 Bac Christian attitude to the Jew can 
be unutterably tragic. “As for the 
Christian Gentiles from Germany,” Sir 
Leon Levisohn writes, in The. Hebrew 
Christian Quarterly (July, 1935), “I am 
sorry to say that, with very few exceptions, 
I found them to be intensely anti-Jewish. 
They told me that while those of them who 
are of the Confessional Church are fighting 
for their Christian freedom of conscience, 
they are nevertheless great’ admirers of 
Hitler, who they believe to be the savior 
of modern Germany, but they hold no brief 
for the betterment of the Jewish situation, 
and believe that Hitler’s policy is a justi- 
fiable one.” If this is really true of the 
Evangelical Church of Germany, it is an 
exceedingly sinister portent. Remarkably 
enough it was a German, Martin Luther 
—by no means an unqualified friend of 
the Jews—who said (too strongly, but 
with. a degree of truth) of their Roman 
Catholic persecuters: “If I were a Jew 
with such poltroons teaching Christianity, 
I had sooner become a hog than a Chris- 
tian.” 


The Jew and Unitarianism . 


T IS exceedingly remarkable that the 

outstanding Reformed Jew of England, 
Claude Montefiore, declares, in’ The Hib- 
bert Journal (July, 1935) that the Christ 
of Scripture has a greater appeal for the 
modern Jew than a Unitarian Christ. “The 
Jew,” he says, “cannet find God in a man; 
God’s righteousness, God’s goodness, God’s 
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love are to him incomparable with man’s, 
because, even if he cannot understand how, 
the Jew always conceives them‘as so in- 
finitely deeper, wider, wiser, and more 
pure than man’s righteousness, goodness, 
and love. That is why, I suppose, he is 
unable to call: any man his Master. That 
is also perhaps why the Jew, if and when 
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he does, in honesty, abandon Judaism, can:. 


more easily become an orthodox Christian 


than a Unitarian. . If. I could believe that. 


Jesus was God, then he would obviously 


be my Master. For. my Master —the Mas- . 


ter of the modern Jew— is, and can only 
be, God.” 


SHERINGHAM, NorFo.k, ENc. 








Witnessing from House to House 


A group of young who are winni 
eougt a met of the early Ch 


_ - By O. R. Palmer 








time religion,” are not bettered 

by man’s wisdom, or by modern 
machinery and methods. Men hew out 
“broken cisterns”. which can hold no water, 
and the backslidings of the Church testify 
against her. We are in the midst of declen- 
sion, worldliness, apostasy, leading to spir- 
itual barrenness, with hundreds of churches 
not having a single convert in a year’s time. 
This is not God’s order, and brings no 
glory to our enthroned Lord, who waits 
to be gracious ‘to those who wait upon 


Tim ways of our Lord, like “the old 


him in earnest persevering prayer, in right - 


relations toward God and their fellow men, 
and who are ready to give testimony of his 
saving, keeping power. 

The early Church, in active partnership 
with their living, loving Lord, bore testi- 
mony of him “daily” and “from house to 
house” (Acts 2: 46). 

Even when bitterly persecuted, we are 
told, “Daily in the temple, and in every 
house, they ceased not to teach and preach 
Jesus Christ” (Acts 5: 42). 

The history of the early Church gives 
us house-to-house evangelism as one of 
God’s ways of reaching the people. God 
has also given the record of what personal 
evangelism will. accomplish. We find in 
Acts 8 that Philip was taken away from 
a revival service in Samaria, and by direct 
leading of the Holy Spirit sent down into 
a desert place ‘to speak to one man, The 
eunuch from Ethiopia, riding in his chariot 
and reading the Book of Isaiah, was led to 


a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus. 


Christ. 

It is encouraging to report a movement 
among young people of Philadelphia and 
other places to evangelize along similar 
lines. Individuals and groups undertake 
to visit the homes in their community, to 
bear testimony of their Lord, and to dis- 
tribute Gospel tracts. © Controversy is 
‘avoided, personal interest shown, church 
and Sunday school attendance encouraged, 
and contacts are made with young people 
to win them to Christ. 

Such a soul-winning campaign is prac- 
tical and feasible for any pastor, church, 
or group of young people eager to enter 
into a definite ministry for their Lord. The 
following testimonies from some of the 
young people who have been doing this 
work in Philadelphia will doubtless en- 
courage others. 


DELIVERANCE FROM FEAR 


“When I began ‘house to house’ visita- 
tion..I was frightened, and several after- 
noons passed before I had courage to start. 


The Lord answered my prayer, took’ the 
fear away, and now I am eager to go. In 
the second house visited was a young girl, 
eighteen years of age, hungry to hear of 
Christ, and to: know the ‘way -of salvation. 


‘ Some days a mother will stand at the door, 


willing to talk of the things of our Lord; 


again I am invited in. In one afternoon. 


I talked with twenty-eight women, showing 

the way of. salvation, and testifying of 

Christ Jesus as a deliverer from sin.” 
ENCOURAGEMENT AMONG CATHOLICS 

“I am having some thrilling experiences 
in Catholic homes. I have been asked in, 
and urged to return. In one they would 
not listen because I had a Protestant Bible, 
so I ordered a Douay Version, showing 
them what Christ did on the cross; still 
they would not accept, as it did not say 
on the cover a Roman Catholic Bible. I 
procured a New Testament in the Douay 
Version with their. prayers in the back. 
Then they listened, accepted the Testa- 
ment, and promised to read the passages 
I underlined. If one can keep sweet and 
calm as they shout at you, the Lord brings 
about a change. I sow the seed the first 
visit, then return to water it.” 

Another worker says: “I came in con- 
tact with a Catholic woman, who inquired 
of me concerning the coming of our Lord, 
and has given me the privilege of coming 
to her home to read the Word of God.” 


VISITING AN INVALID 


“I found a home where the mother is 
an invalid, was invited in, and had the joy 
of seeing her accept Jesus as her personal 
Saviour. All of the family were non- 
Christians but one, a backslider. Subse- 
quent visits have given me the privilege 
of testimony, and last Sunday night two 
of the family went to church with me.” 

UNBELIEF 

“In dealing with a young Jew, he said 
we had nothing but the Bible, but he was 
surprised to hear that the Jews were a liv- 
ing testimony to its truth. He said, ‘Well, 
seeing is believing.’ 

“Do you believe there is such a thing 
as air?’ 

“Certainly I do.” 

“Do you see it?’ 

““No! You are getting into things too 
deep for me, I will take your tracts.’” 


IGNORANCE OF THE BIBLE 
“A young Christian girl invited me to her 
home to talk with her father and mother 


who were unsaved. The father asked why 
I carried a Bible, and if I believed all that 
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was in it. <I replied it is God’s. Word and: 
_he cannet tie. ‘ 
“How could Noah build an ark to-hold . 


all. the people of his ‘time?’ 

“‘There were only eight piciia saved,’ ; 
and, I. showed him. the Scripture. 

“*You' cannot make me believe Jonah 
swallowed the whale!’ 

“I testified to him that what we needed 
was to accept the One who died for us at 


- Calvary.” 


WILLING WITNESSES 


- Four young girls, aged fourteen and fif- 
teen, were thrilled with the opportunity 


of going from house ‘to house speaking of; 


Jesus and giving Gospel tracts. - When 
they asked the people if they were Chris- 
tians nearly all responded yes, but on 


changing to whether they were saved, they 


had: doors shut in their faces. 


Gon’s Worp Gives .Licut 


A servant of the Lord on the way to 
church service met and invited two young 
men to go with him; both accepted the 
Lord Jesus at the services. One said: “I 
was handed a Gospel of John by ‘a young 
man engaged in house-to-house work, and 
the words, ‘Ye must be born again,’ have 
been ringing. in my ears. Now I know 
what it means.” 


A Coupe REUNITED 


Two young people on their way to the 
home of a co-worker met a woman in tears. 
They said they were messengers of a great 
Comforter and Counselor in times of trou- 
ble. The woman said, “My husband is 
leaving me,” and all went together to her 
home. As they were showing her the need 
of Christ, the bell rang, and to the sur- 
prise of all in came the husband. The two 
were reunited and both said they would 
trust Christ as their Saviour. 


ALLOWED TO READ -THE BIBLE 


“T have fifteen homes where I am given 
the privilege of reading God’s Word, and 
the possibility of reaching eighteen young 
people. Two of these are Catholic homes, 
four are depending upon good works for 
salvation, and in one home none go to 
church.” 

The following “General Instructions” 
were given to the members of the Inter- 
denominational Evangelistic Campaign car- 
ried on by Philadelphia young people: 


They were to be wise in dealing with 
weary, burdened, discouraged, sinful men 
and women, and to testify of a great Sav- 
iour who gives the sinful peace and rest. 

They were to visit and carry on the min- 
istry in prayer for the Holy Spirit’s guid- 
ance, 

To show a personal interest in the fam- 
ilies, regardless of religious affiliations, or 
whether they had none. 

To reach young people where possible, 
to show them that the Christian life is 
the one worth while, the one that brings 
blessing, that wins. 

To distribute helpful Gospel tracts and, 
where special interest is shown, to give 
Gospels. 

Where advisable, to arrange for cottage 
meetings, prayer groups, and the like. 

To keep a card record of special cases 
and to have a follow-up system. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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LESSON 13. SEPTEMBER 29. JOHN (The Minister aad: His: People) 


International Uniform Lesson.—3 John 


Golden Text.—Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. 7 that doeth good is of God: he that 
doeth evil hath not seen God.—3 John 1 








Kinc. James VERSION 

3 John 1 The elder unto the wellbeloved Gaius, whom I love in 
the truth. . 

2 Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and 
be in health, even as thy soul prospereth. 

3 For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified 
of the truth that is in thee, even as thou walkest in the truth. 

4 I have no geater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth. 

5 Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to the 
brethren, and. to strangers ; 

6 Which have borne witness of thy charity before the church: 
whom if thou bring forward on their journey after a godly sort, 
thou shalt do well: 

7 Because that for his name’s sake they went forth, taking nothing 
of the Gentiles. 

8 We therefore ought to receive such, that we might be fellow- 
helpers to the truth. 

9 I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who-loveth to have 
the preeminence among them, receiveth us not. 

10 Wherefore, if I come; I will remember his deeds which he 
doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content 
therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and for- 
biddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church. 

11 Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. 
His that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen 
G 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

3 John 1 The elder unto Gaius the beloved, whom I love in truth, 

2 Beloved, I pray that in all things thou mayest prosper and be 
in health, even as thy soul prospereth. 3 For I * rejoiced greatly, 
when brethren came and bare witness unto thy truth, even as thou 
walkest in truth. 4 Greater joy have I none than * this, to hear of 
my children walking in the truth. 

5 Beloved, thou doest a faithful work in whatsoever thou doest 
toward them that are brethren and strangers withal; 6 who bare 
witness ‘to thy love before the church: whom thou wilt do well 
to set forward on their journey worthily of God: 7 because that 
for the sake of the Name they went forth, taking nothing of the 
Gentiles. 8 We therefore ought to welcome such, that we may be 
fellow-workers :* for the truth. 

9 I wrote somewhat unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth 
to have the preéminence among them, receiveth us not. 10 There- 
fore, if I-come, I will bring to remembrance his works which he 
doeth, prating against us with wicked words: and not content there- 
with, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and them that 
would he forbiddeth and casteth them out of the church. 11 Be- 
loved, imitate not that which is evil, but that which is good. He 
that doeth good is of God: he that doeth evil hath not seen God. 
12 Demetrius hath the witness of all men, and of the truth itself: 
yea, we also bear witness; and thou knowest that our witness is: true. 








12 Demetrius hath good report ‘of all men, and of the truth itself: 
7. - we also bear record; and ye know that our record is true. 
I had many things to write, but I will not with ink and pen 


ae unto thee 


14 But I trust I shall shortly see thee, and we ‘shall speak face 
Our friends salute thee. Greet the 


to face. Peace be to thee. 


friends by name. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


E BEGAN the quarter’s lessons 
W on Representative Men and Women 

of the Bible with a study of Moses, 
the apostle of law; we close with the 
study of John, the apostle of love, and the 
beloved apostle. Moses was the greatest 
prophet of the Old Testament. John also 
was a prophet, the greatest in the”New 
Testament. But this great man, dearest 
of all earthly friends of the Lord Jesus, 
humbly calls himself “the elder,” or “pres- 
byter,” in writing his second and third let- 
ters. Our lesson presents John as the 
minister, in relation to his people, and we 
think of the aged pastor telling his little 
children to love one another. But John, 
as we knew him during the days of our 
Lord’s earthly ministry, was probably 
about twenty, a young man of impetuous 
temper and fiery zeal. So his life speaks 
to Christians young and old. What is its 
chief message to you? 


The Historical Setting 

John’s life began possibly about A. D. 5 
and closed about A. D. 100. He wrote the 
Revelation about A. D. 95, and possibly 
wrote the Gospel and the three Epistles 
between 80 and 90. Similar words and 
thoughts are found in the Gospel and in 
all three Epistles. 


Verse by Verse 

3 John 1.—The elder. John the apostle 
humbly takes his place with other pres- 
byters or elders, just as Peter does (cf. 
1 Pet. 5:1). Unto the wellbeloved Gaius. 


% bd & % 


There is no ground for identifying him with 
any of the other three named Gaius (Acts 
19:29; Rom. 16:23; Acts 20:4). In the 
truth. “In truth,” perhaps including both 
the thought of “truly,” and the thought of 
being in the truth of Christ. 


Verse 2.—I wish above all things. Rather, 
“I pray that in all things.’ Thou mayest 
prosper and be in health. So it is good to 
pray for material prosperity and for health 
for others. Even as thy soul prospereth. 
This prayer would be a rather dangerous 
petition for many Christians; it would put 
them in the hospital. | 


Verse 3.—Thou walkest in the truth. A 
parallel expression with walking in the 
Spirit, walking in love. The truth of 
Christ leads always to godly living. 


Verse 4.—My children. Including both 
his converts and those who looked to him 
as pastor or shepherd. 


Verse 6.—Which have borne witness ... 
before the church. In their report to the 
church where John was, they mentioned 
the loving. hospitality of Gaius. If thou 
bring forward on their journey. Continue 
to help the missionaries as they pass 
through. After a godly sort. “Worthy of 
God” (cf. Col. 1:10; 1 Thess. 2:12). In 
serving these missionaries, he was serving 
God, 


Verse 7.—Taking nothing of the Gentiles. 
Probably referring to the Gentile believers 
and Gentiles to whom they preached; like 
Paul, these Hebrew-Christian missionaries 
found it wise not to give occasion to ac- 
cuse them of covetousness, nor to burden 
the infant churches with their support. 


Verse 9.—I wrote unto the church. “I 
wrote somewhat,” evidently concerning this 


13 I had many things to write unto thee, but I am. unwilling to 
write them to thee with ink and pen: 
thee, and we shall speak face to face. 
friends salute thee. Salute the friends by name. 


1Or, rejoice greatly, when brethren, come and bear witness. 
2 Or, these things, that I may hear. 


American Standard Version copyright 


14 but I hope shortly to see 
Peace be unto thee. The 


2 Or, with. 


1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education, 


matter of hospitality, to the church of 
which Gaius was a member. It has been 
suggested that this: letter was suppressed 
by Diotrephes. If 2 John is to a church, 
this may possibly be the letter referred to. 
Who loveth to have the preeminence, Pos- 
sibly the head of the church, but moré 
likely an influential. member, the “boss,” 
though not the head. Receiveth us not. 
Does not give heed to the authority of the 
apostle, and does not receive those sent 
by him. 

Verse 10.—I will remember his deeds. 
“Bring to remembrance,” for reproof and 
correction (cf. 2 Cor. 13: 1-10). Forbid- 
deth them that would. His not receiving 
the brethren is in striking contrast to Gaius. 
Casteth them out of the church, Either 
using his official position or his unofficial 
influence. ; 

Verse 11.—Follow not that which is evil. 
As illustrated in Diotrephes. But... good. 
As illustrated in Demetrius (v. 12). He 
that doeth good is of God. A character- 
istic teaching of John, that he who is born 
of God will manifest in his life the good 
works that are the fruit of the Spirit (1 
John 2:29; 3:6, 9). He that doeth evil 
hath not seen God. Another characteristic 
of First John is the complete contrast be- 
tween children of God and children of 
Satan, between knowing God and not 
knowing him; along with this is the empha- 
sis that spiritual life is proved by good 
deeds (cf. 1 John 3:6; 4:8). 

Verse 12.—Good report of all... of 
the truth . . . and we also. A threefold 
witness. “The truth” is a key word of the 
letter; compare the use of “the Way” 
(Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23; 22:4; 24:22). 

Verse 14.—I trust I shall shortly see thee. 
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Perhaps referring to the same visit as men- 
tioned in the second letter (2 John 12). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Love and truth were twin passions with 
John. He had a passion of love for his 
Lord, and therefore a passionate zeal for 
the truth. The God of Israel revealed in 
the Old Testament was the God of loving- 
kindness and truth. Two messages run 
through all the Old Testament record: the 
goodness or mercy of God toward those 
who believe, and the severity of God toward 
those who reject mercy (Rom, 11:22). 
The same God revealed in Christ in the 
New Testament is the God of grace and 
truth. John learned of his Lord. And 
every Spirit-filled minister of Christ, like 
John, will have a passion for these two 
things which God is: truth and love. The 
Church of Christ faces a life-and-death 
struggle with Satan’s lie today.. And mul- 
titudes of the Lord’s ministers are compro- 
mising with Modernism under a false plea 
of love and peace. They should read John’s 
words about Diotrephes. Multitudes of 
ministers are compromising with worldli- 


‘ness and with selfish living, with a form of 


a 4 


godliness that is without power. Love is 
the most gentle, tolerant thing in the world. 
But love is also the most truly intolerant 
thing when unrighteousness would hinder 
the truth. 


Lesson Outlines 


JoHN THE BELOVED 
1. Beloved of the Lord. 
2. Beloved of the Church. 
3. Loving his Lord. 
4. Loving: others. 


FairHrut MINISTER AND FAITHFUL 
PEoPLE 


1. Walking in the truth. 

2. Walking in love and in hospitality. 

3. Walking by faith. 

4. Walking in humility. 
Four Workers 

1. John, the Apostle, the Prophet, the 
Pastor. 

2. Gaius, the Prince of Spirit-led hos- 
pitality. 

3. Diotrephes, self-centered, loving the 
pre-eminence. 

4. Demetrius, humble and faithful, lov- 
ing his Lord. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

John’s Career. Test the students as to 
their knowledge of the events in John’s 
life as recorded (1) in the first three 
Gospels; (2) in the Gospel according to 
John; (3) in the Acts (1:13; 3:1; 4:19; 
8:14; 15:6); (4) in the Epistles and Rev- 
elation; (5) in the tradition of the Church, 
He wrote the Revelation at Patmos, prob- 
ably in A. D. 95. He is said to have been 
released and returned to Ephesus. The 
noted church fathers, Polycarp, Papias, and 
Ignatius, were his pupils. Irenzus, Poly- 
carp’s disciple, states that he resided at 
Ephesus till his death in the reign of Tra- 
jan, about A. D. 100. 

John’s Writings. The Gospel written by 
John forms the climax of the four Gospels, 
and“fs the link between’ what goes: before 
and what follows,—in a true sense the 
central book of the Bible. The letters form 
a climax to the Epistles of the New Testa- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
13. September 29.—John (The Minister 
and His People) .........scesesseseess 3 John 
Fourth Quarter 
1. October 6.—Isaiah Portrays the Suffer- 
ing Servant ..Isaiah 52:13 to 53 : 12; 
John 19 : 17-37 
2. October 13.—The Story of Jeremiah. 
Jeremiah 1:1-10; 6:10, 11; 8: 18; 
26: 1-24; Chapters 36, 37, 38 
3. October 20.—The Message of Jeremiah. 
Jeremiah 7 : 1-26 
4. October 27.—Belshazzar’s Feast (Inter- 
national Temperance Lesson). 
Daniel 5 : 1-31 
5. November 3.—Judah Taken Captive. 
2 Kings 24:1 to 25:21; Jeremiah 39 : 1-18 
6. November 10.—Ezekicl Teaches Personal 
Responsibility ....Ezexiel 18 : 1-32; 33 : 1-20 
7. November 17.—The Return from Cap- 
tivity ..Jeremiah 29: 4-14; Ezra 1: 
1-11; Psalm 126 : 1-6 
8 November 24.—The Message of Haggai 
and Zechariah. Ezra 3:1 to 6:22; 
Psalm 8% : 1-12; Haggai, Chapters 1, 2; 
Zechariah 4 : 1-10 








ment. The Revelation is the culmination 
of the whole story of the Bible. 


John’s Character. “The disciple whom 
Jesus loved” tells the story of John’s char- 
acter. Naturally he was a “son of thun- 
der,” full of impetuosity, zeal, and ambition, 
quite the opposite of the passive gentleness 
and even softness that many attribute to 
him. These fiery qualities led him into 
selfishness and harshness (Mark 3:17; 
Luke 9: 49, 52-56) ; but when controlled by 
the grace of the Lord, they were turned 
into steadfast zeal and love for Christ. As 
a minister he manifested the fruit of the 
Spirit in both goodness — loving gentleness 
and’ mercy, and in faithfulness — stern 
rebuke of unrighteousness. 

The True Minister and the False Shep- 
herd. List ten or twelve qualities of the 
faithful: minister as shown in John and 
other true shepherds. See Lesson Ques- 
tions. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Love the brethren. What tender, appre- 
ciative love runs through John’s letter! 
And how sweet the fellowship of the true 
Christians in the early church. 

Show hospitality, especially to sacrificial 
missionaries. This was the outstanding 
service of Gaius, and called forth unstinted 
praise. 

Walk by faith. Those early missionary- 
evangelists who took nothing of the Gen- 
tiles trusted the Lord to supply their needs. 

Walk in humility. Do we in any degree 
love to have the pre-eminence? Diotrephes 
is a standing warning against that spirit. 

Walk in the truth. Hold to the true 
doctrine. . Hate “Modernism,” the special 
teaching of the enemy today to turn from 
the truth, Live out in life the precepts of 
the Lord. Hate worldliness, and hate a 
form of godliness that denies the power. 

No compromise with unrighteousness! A 
man or woman who is seeking to “run the 
church,” loving the pre-eminence, is an 
enemy of the truth. The Spirit-guided 
apostle rebuked that spirit with plain words 
and true severity. 


Pray for the prosperity. and health. of 
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others. We can do this boldly when we, 
like John, and they, like Gaius, put the 
health and prosperity of the soul first. 
Pastors, appreciate and encourage your 
people who are walking in the truth. 
People, honor and love your pastor who 
4s walking in the truth. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


As Dr. Pace points out in his striking 
cartoon, the word “preeminence” occurs 
but twice in the New Testament. And 
every church has to choose between the 
two! 


A true lover must be a true hater; John 
loved God’s truth, and therefore he hated 
every false way (Psa. 119: 103, 104, 127, 
128), 

Truth without love is false; love without 
truth is false. 


When we go forth for the sake of the 
Name, the Lord Jesus remembers us by 
name (3 John 7, 14). 

Satan’s substitute for a true church leader 
is a church boss. 


Make your home a missionary mansion 
by having an abiding place for missionaries 
as they pass through. 

ohn had an ambition to sit at the right 
hand of Christ in his glory (Mark 10: 37) ; 
when John saw the Lord in his glory he 
fell at his feet as one dead (Rev. 1: 17). 

There are two sides to every question: 
but frequently these two sides are the right 
side and the wrong side; let us take care 
that we stand for John as against Diotre- 
phes, 


Love is married to truth, and therefore 
love does not tolerate anything contrary 
to the truth. 


The alternative of being deceived by false 
doctrine is not dogmatic and proud denun- 
ciation, but “speaking truth in love”. (Eph, 
4:15). 

Cotumara, S. C. 

we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT word that occurs six or seven 
times in Third John may be taken as a 
key to the letter? 
2. What may be considered a key verse of 
all of John’s writings? 
3. By what statement in John’s first let- 
ter might Gaius know that he had passed from 
death unto life? 


4. Give a definition of “walking in the 
truth” by quoting a well known passage in 
the Psalms. 

5. What wonderful privilege was . given 
John when wicked men put him where he 
could no longer preach? 

6. State three striking ways in which John 
was similar to Daniel? 

7. What is the one direct mention of the 
Lord Jesus in Third John? 

8. What unusual form of address or de- 
scription is used of Christians in Third John, 
which illustrates the central message of the 
letter? Where else is it used in the New 
Testament ? 

9. What verse in the New Testament says 
that God is faithful in remembering those 
who show hospitality to the saints? How does 
Third John illustrate this? 

10. What light does Third John throw upon 
the way to deal with the question of Modern- 
ism in a Christian denomination ? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on. page 597 of this issue. : : ‘ 





Lesson for September :29 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
Fagg illustration poet. and two. dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
pp not to send anything without — secur- 


g and a leaflet 
the conditions of this department. “tone full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. F. to note 
the conditions means that good oe ge geod 
are constantly having to be rejected b 
editors, which. might Sibarviies be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of "he date 
of the lesson. 


wat pation of the 
lesson list after the word “Prin 

i cade ah ic Ma: estes a0 daaduiidiien 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Does Your Food Agree With You? 
—Thou doest faithfully . . . to the breth- 
ren, and to strangers (3 John 5). At a 
mission hall in London, a wealthy lady, 
who was unfortunately deaf, made good 
use of her riches by providing for the 
poor some excellent Gospel services. On 
one occasion a celebrated preacher said to 
her, “And what part do you take in this 
noble work?” “Oh,” she answered quietly, 
“I smile them in, and I smile them out 
again.” Soon after this the preacher saw 
the good results of her sympathy as a 
crowd of working men entered the hall 
and looked delighted to get a smile from 
her, The Bread of Life and the Water 
of Life cannot be recommended to people 
by those who look as if that food disagreed 
with them—Sent by Emily McFarland, 
Newark, Ohio. 


A Heavenly Investment.—Because that 
for his name’s sake they went forth, taking 
nothing of the Gentiles (v. 7). In Glou- 
cester, Eng., there is an old-fashioned gar- 
den and orchard, in one corner of which 
is a little tombstone. On it are these words: 


Dec. 21, 1869 
Here lies Tidman’s missionary hen, 
Her contributions, four pounds, ten ; 
Although she is dead the work goes on, 
As she has left seven daughters and a son 
To sr: on the work that she begun. 
te) it. 


A man called Tidman lived in a village 
near by. He longed to do something for 
the London Missionary Society. His 
money was scarce; but he decided one of 
his hens should belong to the Society, and 
all the eggs she laid should be sold and 
the money given. Before she died the 
money amounted to four pounds ten shil- 
lings — about twenty-three dollars. But 
that was not all. She sat on eight of her 
eggs. They were hatched. These, too, 
belonged to the Society, and in time brought 
in a large amount of money. When the 
hen died the old man had her body em- 
balmed, and buried it in the garden, and 
erected a little monument. He thought 
many others would be inclined to do some- 
thing similar, so that the hen would still 
be helping the Society—From The King’s 
Business. Sent by Mrs. W. J. Garver, 
Washington, Pa. 


The Chief Feature?—Who loveth to 
have the preeminence (v. 9). An organ- 
blower in.a country parish, who was wor- 
ried during service because a new hymn 
was given out, inquired after church of 
different members of the congregation how 
the hymn went, adding this apologetic ex- 
planation, “I never blowed that hymn be- 
fore.” There are other men in the world 
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who think that their blowing is the chief 
feature of any achievement.—Sent by Mrs, 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


It Really Happened.—We also bear rec- 
ord; and ye know that our record is true 
(v. 12). University of Pennsylvania ex- 
cavators have found at the prehistoric city 
of Tepe Gawra, near Mosul, a stamp seal 
on clay representing two figures, male and 
female, unclad. They are seen walking 
dejectedly, the woman clinging to the man 
ahead of her. Overhead is a figure of a 
serpent. The seal is dated four thousand 
years before Christ. We are getting back 
to Eden!—From Ernest Gordon in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by J. A. Raiser, 
Bucyrus, Ohio. 


Better than a Half-Crown.—Follow ... 
that which is good (Golden Text). Two 
brothers lived in Glasgow during one of 
Mr. Moody’s visits to the city. One was 
a converted man, but his brother was a 
worldling and an inveterate smoker. One 
day the former said to his brother, “Look 
here, Charlie, if you will give up that pipe 
for three months, J will give you half a 
crown.” “Done,” said Charlie, and he laid 
the pipe on the mantelshelf, and his brother 
put the money alongside of it. The three 
months expired, and the brother said, “Now, 
Charlie, I suppose you will pick up the old 
pipe again and have a smoke?” “No,” 
said Charlie, “I was converted last night, 
and I have been promised- a whole crown 
if I don’t take up that idol again, and I 
have accepted the offer.”—From “5000 Best 
Modern Iltustrations,’ by Hallock. Sent 
by Maggie Elizabeth Evans, Britton, Tex. 
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Victory and Wit.—He that doeth good is 
of God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen 
God (Golden Text). A new story of the 
beloved Mark Guy Pearce has recently 
been told. Not many days before he died, 
some repairs were being made in an ad- 
joining flat, and his daughter was afraid the 
noise of hammering and banging would 
distress the patient in his weak state. “I 
hope the noise won’t hurt you,” she said. 
“No, my dear,” was the grand old man’s 
reply, “No, it’s all right!” and then with 
a flash of that unfailing humor of his, he 
added: “When one is getting close to the 
Promised Land one must expect a little 
trouble from the Hammerites and Hittites.” 
—From Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. 
W. J. Garver, Washington, Pa, Prize illus- 
tration, 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thy servants endeavor in 
thy name to be the friends of those in need. 
We thank thee that thou hast revealed to 
those who were enabled to speak for thee in 
the days of the early church, great principles 
of conduct and life that thou wouldst establish 
in the lives of every one of us. We thank 
thee for the clear, loving message of the apostle 
John and that his earnest wish may be realized 
in us, that the soul may prosper first of all, 
and that we may in that state of health 
which is sufficient for the doing of thy will 
with joy and thanksgiving. May we not leave 
the ministry of the needs of others simply to 
those who are called ministers, but may we 
realize that every one of us has a ministry as 


believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. Help us to. 
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a aR of the carae 
church:---that in all things He He 
might have the preeminence’ 


Col.1:18 
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exercise that ministry with the loving touch 
of the friendly hand, and not to keep selfishly 
to ourselves thy good gifts. We ask this in 
the name of our loving Lord. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Isn’t it wonderful 
to have a letter from the apostle John? 
Yes, and we have three letters, all of them 
just as pointed and earnest and searching 
as can be, under the hand of the Holy 
Spirit. John is writing as an elder in the 
church and to a good man in the church 
in order to strengthen those who were re- 
maining true. He is telling: us how we 
ought to behave, and all through these 
wonderful letters love is the great theme, 
—that is, the love that is an unselfish love, 
spending itself in the name of the Lord 
and for others. In the second chapter of 
First John you notice how much importance 
he gives to the truth, and then in this third 
letter he says plainly that he has no greater 
joy than to hear that his children, meaning 
his spiritual. children, walk in the truth. 
What a help it is to have these direct 
messages from our loving heavenly Father 
given through the disciple whom Jesus 
counted especially close to himself! Can 
we be like John? Yes, we can, in the grace 
and strength of our Lord Jesus Christ. Let 
us pray. 





BELOVED 
NOT EVIL 
FOLLOW gout Goop 
WHATEVER HE SAYS... DO IT! 











The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Christian Fellowship.—The elder unto 
the wellbeloved Gaius, whom I love in 
the truth. Beloved, I wish above all things 
that thou mayest prosper and be in health 
(3 John 1, 2). Many of my near friends 
who receive familiar letters from me, 
should they notice the date line in the upper 
right hand corner would read “Coatesville, 
Pa., 3 John 1-3.” Sometimes I change the 
“date” to “Malachi 3:16, 17,” and others. 

Of course these references would be en- 
tirely meaningless to one who is not 
familiar with the Word of God. There 
are acquaintances, men and women, to 
whom these beautiful salutations would 
bring the reaction, “Some of old Bill’s 
religious bunk.” And, by the way, just 
here is one of the great losses of those who 
“have small use for religion” (1 Cor. 1: 
ae 

Do you know of any more graceful and 
lovely words with which to approach a 
sympathic friend than just these two pas- 
sages? These opening words reveal the 
warm heart of John. What better wish 
than to be loved of Jesus’ most intimate 
worldly friend, and have as a further bless- 
ing Prosperity and Health. Love, Pros- 
perity, Health, and the greatest of these is 
-— which? 

“Love in the truth,” says John. The 
Lord Jesus says, I am the Way and the 
Truth (John 14:6). So when I hand my 
friend these verses from 3 John, I am 
saying something many times nicer than 
any words of my own. As we say here 
in the countryside, I get my letter off “on 
the right foot.” I can hear my friend say 
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as the “date” is noticed and looked up, 
“Dear old Uncle Billy, same to you!” 
These are the words of Christian fellow- 
ship. 


Joy Bells.—J have no greater joy than 
to hear that my children walk in truth (v. 
4). If you should happen to know some 
old college professor, ask him (or her) 
what is one of the greatest joys of life. 
The answer is likely these words of John, 
“To hear that my children walk all right.” 

When Mr. Hoover was President he 
visited “Grigsby’s Station, where we used 


to be so happy and so poor,” out in a small. 


town in Iowa. There was found still iiv- 
ing his old boyhood teacher.. The ubiqui- 
tous news-reel camera man was there and 
we saw photographs of her both in the 
movies and the photogravure sections of 
the newspapers, and hov: hard she was try- 
ing to keep from showing she was “tickled 
pink” with joy. 

I have been in the Sunday school game 
(I call it a “game” because it is the sport 
of all sports) for many years right here 
continuously in the same small town, Many 
of the best men and women in the several 
churches, the leading and prosperous and 
happy citizens, are my boys and girls. 

When some one rises up to say, “Char- 
ley So-and-So is one of the best men the 
town contains,” I flap my wings and crow, 
“Yes, he’s one of my old Rock Run boys.” 
But I never hear any joy bells or feel oc- 
casion to crow unless “my children walk 
in truth.” 


And it is a concentrated elixir of joy to 


remember almost every last one of “my 
children” are regular “Truth Walkers.” 


The other day a young man from out of . 


town and a small boy came along the street 
where I sat in my car. He stopped as he 
saw me and said, “I can’t pass you, Mr. 
Ridgway. All that I am I owe to you.” 
“Oh, apple sauce!” I laughed. “But what 
are you?” “General Manager of this big 
chain of stores all over the country.” “Still 
a Sunday school fellow?” “Bet your life, 
Jimmy here and I go every Sunday, don’t 
we, Jim?” “Yep, Pop.” And then the 
canary birds under my vest all began to 
sing comic songs! (1 Cor. 15:58; Isa. 55: 
II.) 


How Not to Do It.—Beloved, follow not 
that. which is evil, but that which is good. 
He that doeth good is of God: but he that 
doeth evil hath not seen God (v. 11). The 
lessons of this quarter are supposed to be 
character studies of the notables of Scrip- 
ture, In the preceding paragraph we have 
seen the mellowed and gentle old pastor 
rejoicing that his flock is true to his teach- 
ing and are “Truth Walkers.” 

Some ministers fail to see the joy side of 
walking rightly, and take on the sad side 
of the scape-grace’s walking, yea, running 
to the bow-wows. Since John was a joy 
looker we can form a true picture of John 
for our gallery. 

From the above text it would seem Evil 
was out soliciting business then, even as 
now. But John swings away from Evil 
after warning against him, and fixes our 
attention upon Good and its author, God. 
An example for all ministers (1 Tim. 6: 
11). 

I knew a minister whose principal stock 
in trade was to paint the evils of the time 
as they became prominent, in the first part 
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of.his discourse, and then wade into them 
with his oratorical snick-a-snee in the last 
part. He would grow. eloquent as he im- 
paled Sabbath desecration — the desecraters 
were not there, they were out “desecrating.” 


He would take a vicious cut at the sup-. 


porters of the liquor traffic, but the sup- 
porters did not attend. He would condemn 
the divorce evil, but there were no prospec- 
tive or present divorcees among his hearers, 
He inveighed against political corruption, 
but there were no politicians to hear him. 


And so, Sunday after Sunday, he juggled: 


with the evils that beset a poor bedeviled 
world, Some called him “The common 
scold.” 

Now this sort of minister is just what 
John was NOT, as we find as we read his 
lovely Episties. I use the word “lovely” 
advisedly. That word “love” sings like an 
£olian harp all through John’s letters... 

CoaTEsvILLe, Pa, 

} we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Gaius. 


truth”? 
Objective: A fat soul. 











AY, fellows, a whole book in the Bible, 
consisting of only one chapter, and 
that containing only fourteen verses, is 
“Third John.” It is next to the shortest 
book in the Bible, “Second John” having 


that distinction with only thirteen verses. ° 


It mentions only three persons by name: 
Diotrephes, Demetrius, and Gaius. 
The letter is addressed to Gaius, and I 


think we can well afford to stop with Gaius’ 


and spend our whole lesson time on him. 
Very little is known of him; but John 
gives us, in his first four verses, a flash 
on his character that makes him worth 
while, showing us a fellow whose example 
we would be wise to emulate. It is Gaius’ 
attitude toward the Truth, which is the 
Word of God. Not only his attitude but 
his action in the Truth, for he walked in 
it, It is one thing to believe the Word; 
it is a far greater thing to walk in it. 
Gaius had a fat soul. He might have had 
a lean body and a lean purse, but his big 
soul flourished in the things of God; so 
much so that whoever had anything to do 
with him was impressed by it, and visitors 
coming from his house to where John was, 
told John about it. So when John, .in his 


letter, wants to wish health and prosperity, 


to Gaius, he says, “Beloved, I wish above 
all things. that thou mayest prosper and be 
in health, even as thy soul prospereth. For 
I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came 
and testified of the truth that is in thee, 
even as. thou walkest in the truth” . (vs. 
2, 3). 

That record sets Gaius apart as a rare 
spirit. I could trust Gaius with my most 
priceless possession. I know he would be 
true. A man who is true to God’s Word 
and walks in it will never go back on his 
own word. I should like to go to Gaius’ 
house and see him; I should like to talk 
to him; rather, I should like to let him 
do the talking — and just listen. 

Fellows, how is your soul? Is it fat? 


Discussion: What is “walking in the 
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Lesson for September 29 


Read Isaiah 55:2; then read Psalm 1:1, 2, 
You are wise to develop your body and 
your mind,. Only a fool will deliberately 
neglect them. But you are wiser still when 
you-see to. it that. your spirit grows apace. 
That is the most important of the three; 
and -without the right spirit, all your physi- 
cal. training and mental culture is for 
nought and will inevitably bring you the 
fruitage of despair and defeat. 

Know the Truth and walk in it. God 
has graciously made both of. these possible. 
You have his Word. Read it daily; and 
put into practice the Truth you read. You, 
too, can be a Gaius. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 


There is really nothing .but encourage- 
ment in His Word for His workers: not 
a precept without a corresponding promise; 
not an allusion to difficulties without ten 
times as many clear corresponding notes of 
hope and help—Frances Ridley Havergal. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories“ 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S.. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Have on-hand envelopes containing one 
sheet of paper. Give one to each child. 











E HAVE all heard of John. When 
Jesus Christ was on earth, John was 
the beloved . disciple,» the one. nearest to 
Jesus. Jesus gave his mother to John 
when he was on the cross, and John took 
her and cared for her the rest of her life. 
John wrote one of the Gospels, and he 
said he wrote it so that people might be- 
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that believing, they might have 
life through his name (John 20: 31). Then 
he wrote three letters that we have in our 
Bible, and they all tell of Jesus and his 
love. 

One of the verses you all know, from 
John’s Gospel, is John 3:16. Can you say 
it for me? 

John was the pastor of a church, and he 
was a faithful pastor, and preached to the 
people, telling them of Jesus Christ. But 
wicked men sent him away from his church 
to a desert island, where he couldn’t preach 
to anyone. It was the island of Patmos. 
But there God gave him a great vision, 
and he wrote it down, and it is the last 
book of the Bible. What is the last book? 

Just see how much John wrote, for the 
Lord. And today we are going to write a 
letter for the Lord. Did you know you 
could use your pen or pencil for God? 
Each of you is going to have a nice clean 
sheet of paper, and we are all going to 
print a verse, John 20:31. It’s a long 
verse, but we can do-it. Then above the 
verse, at the top of your paper, put Dear 
Mary or Dear Auntie, or somebody that 
you want to tell about Jesus. After the 
verse, sign your name. Then seal the en- 
velope. Maybe you can give it to the per- 
son you wrote it to, this afternoon, or you 
can mail it to him or her tomorrow. Put 
the name and address on it, and drop it in 
the mailbox. Mother will help you, I 
think. 

When we get these letters all finished, 
we are going to bow our heads and ask 
God to use these letters to lead some of 
these people to Jesus Christ. How happy 
we will all be if some person or persons 
come to Christ because we used our pencils 
for him today! 

Monesto, Cat. 

ur 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for September 29) 
1. Truth (“true” once). 


2. “But these are written, that ye might 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God; and that believing ye might have life 
through his name” (John 20: 31). 


3. “We know that we have passed from 
death unto life, because we love the brethren. 
He that loveth not his brother abideth in 
death” (1 John 3: 14). 

4. “Blessed is the man that walketh not 
in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in 
the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of 
the scornful. But his delight is in the law 
of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate 
day and night” (Psa. 1:1, 2). 

5. God gave him the greatest vision ever 
given to man, The Revelation. 


6. Both were dearly beloved by the Lord. 
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Both had a long ministry of. over. seventy 
years. Both had a revelation from the Lord 
concerning the end of the age. 

7. “For the sake of the Name” (3 John 7, 
ms Wap. 

8. Friends (v. 14). John~15: 13-15. 

9. Hebrews 6:10. The Spirit guides John 
to commend such service because fod remem- 
bers it and appreciates it. 


10. The majority of ministers in several 
large denominations are compromising with 
Modernism under the plea of love and peace 
and harmony. John deals faithfully and dras- 
tically with enemies of the truth. 





[ Children at Home 


Twice-Born Children 


IX. The Girl Who Feared the Priest 
By Bertha B. Moore 


HE red geranium nodded gaily, Dickie 

Canary sang cheerily, and Bumix; the 
big gray cat, purred contentedly while 
Granny rocked and mended, waiting for 
the Twins. Presently she heard the scam- 
pering of feet and knew her visitors were 
arriving. 

“A story of a girl, Granny!” laughed 
Helen, as John tried to put his hand over 
her mouth. 

“That’s so. It is, for I.told you about 
Thad and Hubert the last. time,” said 
Granny, as the little chairs were being 
placed just where the Twins wanted them. 

“T’'ll tell you about Lottie tonight. She 
was about fourteen years old when I knew 
her. She had been raised in the church, 
but it had been in a Catholic church. When 
she was a baby she had been blessed by 
the priest and sprinkled. Some years later 
she had been confirmed. So when I asked 
her if she were a Christian, she told me 
that she was, for she had been sprinkled 
and blessed by the priest, then confirmed, 
and that she went regularly to confession 
and was a good church member. Well, it 
took a good deal of prayer to be able to 
lead the girl into the place where: she knew 
she was lost. 

“IT asked her if she read her Bible and 
she told me she read her prayer book 
faithfully. She had only the Catholic Bible, 
which is different from ours. 

“But-the Lord Jesus came into the world 
to save’ sinners, whether they have never 
entered a church, or whether they have be- 
come deeply grounded in the wrong teach- 
ings. Lottie was depending upon her infant 
baptism, upon her confession te a priest 
who had no power to forgive sins, and upon 
her church attendance for her salvation. 
But one good thing for me and for her, 
too, was her willingness to listen to what 
God himself had to say about it all. We 
read from my New Testament John 3: 3, 
5, and 7: .‘Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God. . . . Jesus an- 
swered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, 
Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God. . . . Marvel not that I, said unto 
thee, Ye must be born again.’ Then we 
read 1 John 5: 1, ‘Whosoever believeth that 
Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and 
every one that loveth him that begat. loveth 
him also that is begotten of him.’ That 
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sectled the question that she must have a 
heavenly birthday. 

“She said she had been baptized when 
she was a baby. We read Mark 16: 16 for 
that, ‘He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned.’ She could not have be- 
lieved when shé was a baby, and baptism 
could not save her. She had to believe 
with her whole heart that Jesus Christ was 
the Son of the living God and that he died 
to save her from her sins. 

“She asked me about confessing her sins 
to the priest. God’s Holy Word so clearly 
and wonderfully answers that question. 
We found it in 1 Timothy 2:5, ‘For there 
is one God, and one mediator between God 
and men, the man Christ Jesus.’ There 
can be no other to whom our sins must 
be confessed for forgiveness than Jesus 
Christ himself. No priest has power to 
forgive sins. 

“She had a great fear of the priest and 
of his power over her ‘even throughout all 
eternity. But Jesus is the only one with 
power. He told us so in Matthew 28: 18, 
‘And Jesus came and spake unto them, 
saying, All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth.’ 

“Lottie loved the Virgin Mary; you know 
that is what the mother of Jesus is called. 
She used to pray to Mary as you pray to 
Jesus. She prayed to some of ‘the saints, 
too,.to Saint Paul and Saint John and 
Saint Peter. We had to find a verse 
against this sort of worship, but that was 
easy. We found Acts 4:12, ‘Neither is 
there salvation in any other: for there is 
none other name under heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved.’ 

“Since Lottie was a student at our moun- 
tain. mission school, she was given a good 
deal of real Bible teaching. It took a good 
deal, too, for she had been given so much 
of wrong teaching that it took time and 
prayer for her to come into the Light. But 
God hears and answers prayer. In time 
Lottie found the real Saviour. She found 
the great High Priest, who ever liveth to 
make intercession for us, intercession to 
God the Father. Oh, I do love to think 
of Jesus pleading for me, instead of some 
priest here on this earth whose power has 
been. given to him by man instead of by 
God himself. 

“When Lottie had become a Christian, 
she said she had more peace and comfort 
and joy than she had ever known before 
in her life. She had found the Prince of 
Peace, the Comforter, the Joy Giver. Aren’t 
you two glad that the Lord Jesus is so 
wonderful that he can make the joy bells 
ring in our hearts and bring happiness and 
gladness instead of sorrow and depression?” 
Granny asked the Twins. 

. “I should. say so!” exclaimed John. 

“T think Christians ought to be the hap- 
piest people on all the earth,” said Helen. 

*T think so, too. Paul said, ‘Rejoice in 
the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice.’ ” 


(To be continued) 


“Faithful and True.” What a keystone 
to the grand bridge which His promises 
have made for us, over the abyss of de- 
Spair.and misery! Faithful as regards us; 
True, essentially and inherently—Frances 
Ridley Havergal. 
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The Yours People’s 
Prayer. Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Oct. 6 Our Goals and Ways to Reach Them. 
Eph, 4: 11-16; Phil. 4:8. (Consecration meet- 
ing). 





Sunday, September 29 


The Power of United Action 
(Neh. 4:1-6) (Rally Day) 





Mon.—Disciples working together’ (Mark 
- 3: 13-19). 

Tues.—With one accord (Acts 2: 1-4). 

Wed.—Divisions in Corinth (1 Cor. 3: 3- 


9). 
Thurs.—The church a unit (1 Cor. 12: 


12-27). 

Fri—Unity of the building (Eph. 2: 109- 
22). 

Sat.—Strife makes confusion (Jas. 3 : 16- 
18), 











EW of us question the value of united 

and concerted effort in everyday life, 
We recognize that a football team or a 
basket ball team cannot win consistently 
without careful teamwork. As soon as 
one player acts-independently the efficiency 
of the team is injured. We know that a 
business canriot prosper as it should, un- 
less all the individuals pull together toward 
a common end, and many industries spend 
considerable money each year developing 
and maintaining morale and loyalty. 

bf 

But sometimes in the work of the church 
and in the spiritual life we act as though 
individualism was the chief objective. Did 
you ever hear of a young person who re- 
fused to help or co-operate in the work of 
a young people’s society because he or she 
could not hold an office? Did you ever 
hear of anyone in a choir who would not 
continue unless given certain solo parts? 

And even where there is not an obvious 
motive of self-seeking, we sometimes find 
those who refuse to work with others in 
the church, Sunday school, or young peo- 
ple’s society because of some difference 
of opinion about non-essential matters. 
Again we see others throwing up their 
hands and threatening to quit, whenever 
things do not go just their particular way. 

4 

We must remember, of course, that 
God’s Word teaches us that we are not 
to be “yoked together with unbelievers” 
(2 Cor. 6:14). The work of the church 
and our spiritual development can never 
prosper by linking up with those who do 
not trust in the Lord. Jesus, or hold to 
the essentials of the faith. But the Bible 
does -plainly teach that, among believers, 
there needs to be a unity of purpose and 
a concert of action, 


we 

The Lord Jesus. taught the power of 
united action to his disciples, and to us, 
when he said, “Abide in me, and I in you. 
As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, 
except ye abide in me . . . without me ye 
can do nothing” (John 15:4, 5).. Union 
with the Lord Jesus Christ is of first con- 
sideration and importance. No matter how 
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complete may be our union with others, 
unless we are united to him and working 


with him, our service cannot be more than- 


dead works. The Colossian church, you 
will remember, made this mistake. They 
failed to hold fast the Head, which was 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and immediately 
trouble and difficulty arose. 


oye 

But once united to the Lord Jesus, God’s 
Word teaches us that we are also united 
to every other believer. Paul, you will 
temember, likens this. union to that of: the 
body. There are many parts with widely 
varying functions and uses, yet all together: 
comprise a complete and normal body. 
When one member, though it be small, be- 
comes injured or sick; all the other mem- 
bers suffer.. We know what distress an 
infected finger or toe, or even an abscessed 
tooth, can give, and how such a thing may 
upset the normal functioning of our bodies. 
So it is with the body of believers. When 
any member holds a grudge, or entertains 
jealousy of another, or refuses to do his or 
her part, then the whole Body suffers. 

Dissension is one of Satan’s keenest tools, 
and he uses it when he cannot hinder the 
work of the Church in any other way. 
Shall we not, each of us, on this rally 
day, ask God to show us: whether or not 
we are hindering the unity of the Church 
in any way? And, if he shows us that 
we are, shall we not ask him to give us 
the courage and the grace to make right 


the injury we have done, and_ henceforth. 


to do'all in our power to work with God 

and with other Christians in harmony and 

peace for the furtherance of his purposes. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


Salvation Army Shock Troops 


(Continued from second page) 


again, The daughter, wife; and servant: of: 
the prison director were saved. “I wish 
you were going to stay longer,” said this 
official when the Captain was leaving. “We 
have never had so little swearing or so 
little trouble with the prisoners as since 


you have been here.” And when Com-: 


missioner Booth-Clibborn was in prison he 
passed his Testament through a chink in 
the wall to the man in the next cell. Three 
months afterward this very man arose in 
a meeting to say that he had found life 
through the reading of that very Testament. 
Once the despised Salvationists were 
routed out of a Swiss hotel in the middle 
of the night and turned into the street. 
The proprietor had learned who they were. 
But they received grateful acknowledg- 
ments also. One day in St. Etienne a poor, 
but clean, woman came a long distance 
asking for “the ladies who prayed for the 
world.” She wanted God’s care of her 
son now going into military service and 
was eager to pay for the prayer offered! 
Of conversions, many and striking! The 
Maréchale visits a woman in her wretched 
home with its absinthe, cards; and lewd 
pictures... “After prayer and singing; I said 
on leaving, ‘Madeleine, if ever I have a 
little home of my own I will not -have 
anything in it that the Lord Jesus would 
disapprove. . Au revoir.’ 
“On my second visit I found a. great 
change; the children had clean frocks, their 


hair had been cropped for cleanliness, the 
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stove was bright, and the. room in perfect 
order. : 

“*Where are the cards?’ I asked. 

“TI burned them,’ 

“Where are the pictures?’ 

“‘T took them out. in the courtyard and 
stamped on them,’ 

“ ‘And the absinthe?’ 

“T threw it away.’” 

“Maréchale, these things do not go with 
the new life,”. said another who had made 
a similar break with the past and was asked 
why he did _ it. 

Then there was the terrible drunken 
poacher on Lake Geneva who went to a 
meeting with a great club to break it up. 
Unable to get in he climbed to the loft and 
listened through a knot hole. “Though I 
have lived thirty-seven years in a so-called 
Christian country I had never heard till 
that night how a man could be saved from 
_ sin and wretchedness.” His old comrades 
- beat him soundly for his conversion. The 
drink shop ever resents loss of patrons. A 
brave girl officer wrote from Calvisson: 
“We have emptied the saloons and that is 
why the saloon keepers have set roughs on 
us. What annoys the men is that they 
cannot have their girls to dance with. They 
say the Salvation Army has stolen their 
girls. -We mean to steal: many more for 
our Master.” 

These Salvationist pioneers in France 
were shock troops. Their story can well 
be placed alongside .of almost any other 
in the history of the armies of Heaven. 


[With the New Books | 


A Syllabus in Alcohol Education.—By 
Bertha Rachel Palmer. (National W. C. 
T. U. Publishing Co., Evanston, IIl., 20 
cents.) ~Youth is the time to learn, and 
young people everywhere should know that 
5 parts alcohol to 1,000 parts blood spells 
death to the human body;.that 2 teaspoon- 
fuls of alcohol, the usual amount in one 
glass of 4 per cent beer, actually lessens 
the ability to distinguish red: frorp, green, 
and that the Japanese are entirely correct 
in their proverb, “First the: man takes a 
drink, then the drink takes a drink, and 
then the drink takes the man.” Miss Pal- 
mer not only makes startling statements, 
but with the utmost clearness and empha- 
sis she gives the “how,” “why,” and 
“wherefore.” Still her book has in it noth- 
ing of the dry, scientific treatise. It is 
. written primarily for high school and col- 
lege teachers, — that they may deal out its 
subject matter in well-tasting but potent 
doses to their physiology and hygiene 
classes. In the back there is a full page 
summary, a long list of questions, suggested 
projects, and several sets of references. 
Five large leaflets with additional material 
are included, and there is also a printed 
letter from Miss Palmer which tabulates 
what the Bible has to say on this subject 
and. which explains fully the seeming dis- 
crepancy in many passages referring to 
strong drink. Coa 


“Thus Saith the Lord.’ 








By Samuel 


Vanden Hoek. (The Scriptures Publishing. 


Society, Grand. Rapids, *Mich., $1, - cloth; 
75 cents, paper.).. As Christians, we are 
quite certain. that: there-is in the Word 
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of God every necessary direction for the 
guidance of sinners to their waiting Sav- 
iour. Are we equally sure that the traffic 
signs of the Book are likewise sufficient 
and. complete for the solving of each prob- 
lem along life’s journey? This is a day 
when even our dearest friends are being 
led away into denial of the old Gospel 
verities ; do we, then, have at our tongue’s 
end, ready to offer gently and with loving 
courtesy, those texts which disprove their 
modern theories? And have we actually 
a working knowledge of those passages 
which have been written for the un- 
awakened and unbelieving? If not, then 
this new aid in the use of the mighty 
sword is for us. The subject matter is 
well headed and divided, the first chapter 
being a complete enumeration of the say- 
ings of God about his Word, the second, 
the sayings of God regarding mankind, and 
the third, his Word to believers in respect 
to the Book. The fifth and sixth chapters 
are particularly fine, as they list the com- 
mandments of God relating to every posi- 
tion and circumstance of life; and since 
the keeping of these is a test of love for 
him, such new and reverent tabulation 
will be very welcome to the conscientious 
Christian. 

Upward Borne. By Margaret Elliot. 
(Marshall, Morgan and Scott, Ltd., Lon- 
don, Eng. “May be obtained from Zonder- 
van Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., 25 cents.) For book lovers, and 
housewives, for those who aim high, for 
those with the business instinct, for gar- 
den lovers and music lovers, and many 
others, these brief, bright messages are 
written. They are full of wisdom from 
the Word of God and give counsel and en- 
couragement to young people who are start- 
ing out on the Christian life. Mrs, Elliot 
has divided each chapter into sections, with 
a catchword or phrase that enables the 
reader to recall the points of each mes- 
sage. For example, the second chapter 
for book lovers has the catchwords: “Read, 
Heed, Feed, Plead, and Speed.” A life 
of surrender to Christ and of. service for. 
him is the keynote throughout the book, 
and leaders of young people’s groups and 
Sunday school classes will find much help- 
ful material in it, and it will also be a 
fine gift book for young Christians, 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other communi- 
cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
im The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 
postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: In our Young People’s 
Society the subject of Sunday fishing is re- 
Ppeatedly brought up, with the argument that 


if a person attends church services. it is all. 
right.- We would like your opinion on the sub- . 


The 
cannot be our brother’s 


ject and Scripture to meet the argument. 
argument that we 


- judges has also been used.—A SECRETARY OF 


EAR YOUNG. PEOPLE: Sunday 
fishing is your problem!.: Is that any 
different from any other recreation which 
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is not keeping the Lord’s Day in a wor- 
shipful manner? - What has church at- 
tendance to do with paying the price of 
our doing a questionable act?. The ques- 
tion of what I do must stand on its. own 
basis, and I must determine what is right 
or wrong from a different viewpoint. Have 
you read. John. 1: 10-13 lately? Do you 
realize that you who believe in Christ are 
sons of God and that you are children of 
God and belong to the coming King? Do 
you feel that going fishing on his day 
would honor him? We, as his children, 
are born again, not only to have salvation 
for ourselves, but to win others and to 
glorify him. Do you feel that this act of 
fishing on his day would contribute to this 
end? 

Paul says, “None of us liveth to him- 
self” (Rom. 14:7). You see, we live for 
another purpose than to please self, and 
if we are following the Lord Jesus Christ, 
we must be sure that all that we do is. 
pleasing to him. Why not read that four- 
teenth chapter of Romans and study it 
awhile, and see what the Lord would have 
you decide? If one or more of you go 
fishing on Sunday, what about your influ- 
ence as children of God? Will you be “a 
stumblingblock or an occasion to fall” for 
some one else? (Rom. 14: 13.) 

“Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: 
therefore love is the fulfilling of the iaw” 
(Rom. 13:10). Everything centers around 
the kind of Christian you want to be, 
and how much you love the Saviour who 
gave up all for you. What are you doing 
for him? How much do you care? Shall 
you run the risk of offending this other 
brother? Paul said, “Wherefore, if meat 








The Door is Open for 
Boys between the Ages 
of 10 and 18— 


®@ To associate with 
other boys of char- 
acter who are ear- 
nestly preparing for 
college and facing 
the same problems 
of education and | 
life— 

@ To come under 
the friendly guid- 
ance of masters 
committed to the 
cause of Christian 
education— 


® To play their part in a varied school’ 
life of healthful athletics and stimula- 
ting extra-curricular activities— 
@ To enter upon a happy, joyous 
school year under the most friendly, 
favorable auspices. 

Fall term begins September 17. 


For information address the Headmaster. 
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make my brother to offend, I will eat no 
flesh while the world standeth, lest. I make 
my brother to offend” (1 Cor. 8: 13). 

Come, dear friends, and show the world 
that you are determined to sacrifice any 
pleasure, if it will honor your Lord. -What 
is a few hours’ fishing, if it will make a 
weaker brother stumble? Let us remem- 
ber that great blessings are offered to those 
who keep his day in a manner that is in 
harmony with his Book of guidance. (Read 
Luke 9: 23.) 


RALLY DAY 


SEND FOR FREE SAMPLE PROGRAM 


“IN LOraL yen 
65 cents the dozen, $6 
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Write for free specimen copies 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 
The Great Coleen Times indus 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


September 23 to 29 


Mon.—3 John 1-14. A Pastor and His People. 

PRAYER SvuGcESTIONS:’ “Beloved” is a 
pastoral term. of endearment. It is used 
thrice in this letter and ten times in the 
three Epistles of John. The love thus ex- 
pressed is “in truth” and accompanied. with 
intercessions, counsel, and commendation. 
This pastoral. Epistle, inspired by Chris- 
tian joy and satisfaction over. spiritual prog- 
ress, was. written out of a heart full of 
warm, apostolic love. Christian love is the 
most Christlike grace. It is. the heaveftly 
ingredient which makes‘all labor a blessing. 
Pray for Italy. 


Tues.—1 John 1:1-10. Walking in the Light. 
Prayer Succestions; Light comes 
through faith. Fellowship with Christ and 
with his people results from waiking in the 
light. The world watches our walk in 
Christ who is our light. The Spirit attests 
obedience to his commandments. Personal 
experience of increasing light from the 
Word and from the. face of our Lord Jesus 
Christ comes along the pathway of light. 
Light obeyed brings more light. “The path 
of the just is as- the shining light, - that 
shineth more and more unto. the perfect 
day” (Prov. 4:18). Pray for Ethiopia. 
Wed.—2 John 1-12. 
God’s Loving Commandments. 
Prayer Succestions: God’s command- 
ments are all within the circle of truth 
and love. Only those who are “born again” 
“love the truth,” “walk in the truth,” and 
do what they do “for the sake of the truth.” 
We are saved by grace, but we please God 
by works of faith. If we truly love God 
we will love his commandments. “He that 
saith he abideth in him otght himself also 
so to walk, even as he walked” (1 John 
2:6). Pray for our “Family Worship” 
fellowshtp. 
Thurs.—1 John 5 : 1-12. 
The Gift of Eternal Life. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Eternal life is that 
life which was with the Father, and was 
manifested to us in his Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord. This “eternal life, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord’ (Rom.-6:23), is God’s 
gift. All who have received Christ have 
received the gift of eternal life. We come 
to this. knowledge when we believe. The 
whole world is divided into two great 
camps: those who have life eternal through 
Christ Jesus our Lord, ard those who do 
not have eternal life abiding in them. In 
which camp are you? Pray for Siam. 


Fri—1 John 3:1-12. The Primacy of Love. 


Prayer Succestions: True love springs — 


from God’s love. He jis ‘the fount of life 
and love. God’s love revealed in Christ’s 
life and death for us is the spring of our 
love to himself and to all,men. “We love 
him, because he first loved us.” His love 


accounts fof our sonship and is the evidence 
of sonship, and. the crown.-of: sonship. It 
is the-motive of purity and-the secret power 


S. 


enn 
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“He that loveth not knoweth 
Pray for Ork- 


of service. 
not God; for God is love.” 
ney Islands’ (Scotland) folk. 


Sat.—Revelation 1: 10-20. John the Seer. 
Prayer Succestions: “The things that 
he saw.” John, the Seer of the Church, 
saw visions of glory. and of God, and of 
Jesus Christ as the Son of man. The 
Revelation was written for the Church. 
“Blessed is he that readeth.” John’s author- 
ity for writing the visions he saw came 
from the commandment of Jesus Christ: 
“Write the things which thou hast seen.” 
These writings are, “What the Spirit saith 
unto the churches.” The writings of John, 
the Seer of the Church, are inspired. Do 
they not. inspire us? Pray for Borneo. 


Sun.—1 John 4: 7-21. God is Love. 

PrAYER Succestions: Love is of God. 
All who are born of God love. He is love. 
He loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. “The Father sent: 
the Son to be the Saviour of the world.” 
“If God so loved us, we ought also to love 
one another.” ‘We have known and: be- 
lieved the love that God hath to us; God 
is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwell- 
eth in God, and God in him.” Only by bor- 
rowing such heavenly language can we 
worthily speak of the immeasurable love 
of God. The Cross is the plummet by 
which we must gauge its height and depth, 
and length and breadth. _Pray for. French- 
Indo China. 
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